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night came and threw us into confusion. The defile
of Judoigne became so gorged with baggage and with
the wrecks of the artillery we had been able to save,
that everything was taken from us there. Neverthe-
less, we arrived at Louvain, and then not feeling in
safety, passed the canal of Wilworde without being
very closely followed by the enemy.

We lost in this battle four thousand men, and many
prisoners of rank, all of whom were treated with much
politeness by Marlborough. Brussels was one of the
first-fruits he gathered of this victory, which had such
grave and important results.

The King did not learn this disaster until Wednes-
day, the 26th of May, at his waking. I was at Versailles.
Never was such trouble or such consternation. The
worst was, that only the broad fact was known; for six
days we were without a courier to give us details.
Even the post was stopped. Days seemed like years
in the ignorance of everybody as to details, and in the
inquietude of everybody for relatives and friends. The
King was forced to ask one and another for news; but
nobody could tell him any. Worn out at last by the
silence, he determined to despatch Chamillart to Flan-
ders to ascertain the real state of affairs. Chamillart
accordingly left Versailles on Sunday, the 3Oth of May,
to the astonishment of all the Court, at seeing a man
charged with the war and the finance department sent
on such an errand. He astonished no less the army
when he arrived at Courtrai, where it had stationed it-
self. Having gained all the information he sought,
Chamillart returned to Versailles on Friday, the 4th of
June, at about eight o'clock in the evening, and at once